
T h e

C r i m s o n  s u n
The Student Newspaper of Morristown-Beard SchoolVol. 15, No. 2 November 2013

     Cheers could be heard from 
the gym on Friday, October 
18, as the entire student body  
filed in for the school’s first pep 
rally, an innovation dreamed 
up by SGA President Jake 
Beeber, adding to the tradi-
tions of Spirit Week. The pep 
rally started with the Middle 
School teams followed by Up-
per School teams, each mak-
ing a grand entrance into the 
gym with the entire student 
body on their feet, yelling and 
clapping. 
     Highlights of the week in-

cluded the junior and senior 
competition games and the 
Football, Field Hockey, Girls 
and Boys Soccer and Cross 
Country’s homecoming compe-
titions.
     “This Spirit Week was much 
more intense and fun to watch 
than last year’s,” said Amina 
Rehman ‘16, president of her 
class.
     Not all agreed.  “This year 
spirit week took a slightly dark-
er turn and culminated in a bit-
ter rivalry between the junior 
class and the senior,” Sam Nick-

son ‘16, said. “This inappropri-
ate rivalry via social media such 
as ‘twitter’ took the fun out of 
the week-long event for me.”
     There was no denying the 
change in dress code.  Brightly 
colored costumes dominated 
the week, beginning with Pa-
jama Day on Tuesday, America 
Day Wednesday, culminating in 
Crimson Day Friday. Replacing 
the less popular class colors and 
T-shirts was another new part 
of the week: class theme days.  
The freshmen became super he-
roes, sophomores pink, juniors 

Hawaiian, and seniors hippies. 
Their bright, corresponding 
banners hung in the Student 
Center,  prolonging the week. 
      The junior and senior games 
were more closely matched 
than usual, causing the need 
for a tiebreaker. Devon Flinn 
‘14, made a half-court basket,  
“winning the shot heard around 
the school,” said Darren Burns, 
Head of Upper School, at morn-
ing meeting. Her long shot won 
the competition for the class of 
2014.  
     Before that, SGA president, 

Jake Beeber ‘14 took a mo-
ment to remind students that 
the junior and senior games 
were an activity during the 
week, not something to hold 
onto.
     “The grades are competitive,” 
Beeber said, “but everyone 
needs to remember that Home-
coming is about supporting our 
school.” 
     Beeber asked the entire stu-
dent body to put the Junior and 
Senior games behind them and-
focus on the school. 

Spirit Week raises cheers and questions

By Bailey RechleR

Seniors chant before the dodgeball competition, which they won 2-1, on Thursday of Spirit Week.
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New Strings teacher David Gold teaches a student 
violin. More about him and other new teachers on 
page 2

     Bridget Finnegan was 
warming up for field hockey 
when a follow through swing 
accidently hit her face. Not 
only did she break her jaw 
and had to get 400+ stitches.   
She also got a concussion.
     “I could not watch TV 
for a month and I hated 
using any electronics be-
cause my eyes were sensi-
tive to the light,” she said.
    Last fall, Danny Porth ’16 got 
tackled during a football game. 
“After the game, I had a bad 
headache and when I went 
to eat, I threw up,” he said.
     Concussions are on the rise 
at Morristown-Beard. The 
number of these serious head 

injuries has increased over 
the last few years, said Joyce 
Kramer, the school nurse, 
but data before that is un-
available.  Before last 
year, the number of concus-
sions at this school were not 
recorded because there was 
not as much concern as there 
is now, Ms. Kramer said.
       Last year, there were 34 
students with concussions.  
Two and a half months into the 
fall semester, MBS is already 
up to 23, with 11 concussions 
in grade 9, she said.   Softball, 
football, field hockey, soccer, 
gym class, club ice hockey, and 
even yoga all contributed to 
the rise, and ice hockey sea-

son, another concussion con-
tributor, has not even begun. 
    Concussions not only 
cause pain for the injured.  
They require weeks of recov-
ery and missed school days. 
              Finnegan was in the hos-
pital for seven days and missed 
thirteen days of school. Even 
when she returned, she was 
still sensitive to sound, and 
studying gave her headaches.
     After going to the hospital 
and getting diagnosed with a 
severe concussion, Porth was 
out of school (and football) for 
six weeks. Because of his injury, 
he decided to stop playing foot
ball  at the risk of ending his 

Concussions on the rise:  
Awareness and impact testing increase
By William mallen
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     In a record low number of incoming 
teachers and staff, a head librarian ar-
rived at school in the summer, joined this 
fall by a music and a science teacher, and 
a language teacher who returned, and 
took on a different position. The newly 
created position of Social Media Coor-
dinator reflects the school’s continuing 
push into technology, and the addition of 
a Strings Teacher broadens the scope of 
the Performing Arts Department.  
     Nicholas Jackson became Head Li-
brarian, after working at Bergen County 
Community College where he had been 
a Reference and Instruction Librarian.  
Mr. Jackson earned his BA in Philoso-
phy from Ramapo College, a Master’s in 
information and Library Science from 
Pratt Institute and is  pursuing his Mas-
ter of Letters degree at Drew. 
     Mr. Jackson said he was most im-
pressed with “the college-level resourc-
es” available to students at MBS, as 
well as technology in the form of iPads 
and Apple TV. 
     “I intend to bring a focus on the 
library as a place and a space for 
study, collaboration, and engagement 
with different forms of information,” 
he said.
     In the new position of Coordinator 
of Social Media, Sarah Greenberg says 
she intends to keep students on “the 
cutting edge of technology.”  She also 
returns to teaching French in the Up-

per School  part-time.  She will over-
see the social media component of the 
MBS website and will speak regularly 
at Morning Meeting teaching students 
how to use social media for critical 
thinking. As a graduate of Haverford 
College, Sarah taught French full 
time at MBS from 2007-2010, then 

took time off to study in Paris.
     “One of my goals this year is to en-
lighten students about how social media 

can be used for meaningful learning and 
research, rather than just socializing,” 
Ms. Greenberg said.  She said she hopes 
to “crowd source content,” in the form 
of Instagram photos and other avenues 
from students,  “allowing them to take 
more ownership of the way we represent 
our school.”

     The Science department appoint-
ed Jeffery Yuhas to teach Advanced 
Geosciences and Freshman Phys-

ics.   After earning a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree at Brown University and 
a Master’s degree in Meteorology from 
Penn State University, he taught at 
Concord- Carlisle High School in Mas-
sachusetts for the past 16 years and 
also worked in the private sector as an 
environmental consultant. 
     “For the past several years I have be-
come involved in climate change educa-
tion and look forward to sharing that 
experience in my Advanced Geosci-
ence classes,” said Mr. Yuhas.  He is 
also an active member of the Ameri-
can Meteorological Society and 
hopes to get students involved in 
different conferences and projects.
     The Performing Arts Department 
added David Gold to advance a vi-
able strings program at MBS. A vet-
eran of more than 25 years playing 
and teaching, Mr. Gold has a profes-
sional resume that includes stints 
with the orchestras of the NYC Op-
era, Radio City Music Hall, Broad-
way, and was sitting in and playing 
for WICKED in August. He has done 
extensive recording with performers 
such as Norah Jones, Sheryl Crow, 
David Byrne, John Mayer, Tony Ben-
nett, and Christina Aguilera, among 
others. Mr. Gold earned a BA in Mu-
sic from UC Berkeley and a Master’s 
degree in Viola Performance from the 
Julliard School.

New and returning teachers expand technology, 
broaden performing arts offerings
By Ben schReiBeR
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New head librarian Nicholas Jackson keeps watchful eye over. the library. 

involvement in ice hockey.
     Part of the increase 
in concussions involves 
greater awareness.  A more 
conservative approach to 
treating head injuries has 
increased the number of 
diagnoses of concussions, 
according to Ms. Kramer.  
              Since students are more 
aware of concussions, they are 
reporting more head injuries. 
Since x-rays cannot de-
tect a concussion, a diag-
nosis relies on the type 
of symptoms the student 
athlete reports, she said.
 “Ignoring the symp-
toms and trying to tough it 
out often makes symptoms 
worse,” said the school’s 
Athletic Trainer, Daisuke 
Sato. A second concussion 
can occur while the brain is 
still healing and can cause 
permanent brain damage. 
 The Athletic Train-
er is the initial person 
who provides assessments 
of concussions.  He then 
helps the athlete receive 
proper medical treatment 
and monitor their recovery. 
 To help with re-
covery and determine the 
level of severity, student 
athletes take an impact 
test at the beginning of the 
season. If they do end up 
getting a concussion, they 
will take the test again 
and compare the results.

 Concussions from foot-
ball increased slightly 
this year, to 6,up from 
5 in 2012, according to-
Football Coach Tim Fell.
 To reduce the 
number of concussions, 
the football program has 
taken pro-active mea-
sures, like significantly 
reducing tackling and 
hitting during practice 
this year.           Also, 

football players use a 
neck exercise machine 
in the weight room to 
increase neck strength. 
A strong neck lowers 
the risk of concussion. 
 “There is always 
going to be a risk for con-
cussions,” said Coach 
Fell.  No pads can be con-
cussion proof, he added. 
 During football sea-
son, if a student is injured 
with a concussion, the 
player can take as little as 
two weeks or as long as six 
weeks to return to the field.  
 Concussions can be 

gained by any sport, not 
just football.  There is a 
rise in concussions in field 
hockey because it is a much 
faster game now, said Kate 
Alderman, the field hockey 
coach.  Even though the 
athletes are equipped with 
mouthguards and gog-
gles, there is still a risk. 
 “We reinforce good 
practices when it comes to 
defensive/offensive skills 
and set plays,” she said. 
 An unusual case 
of this head injury oc-
curred when Lindsay 
Friedman’16 participated 
in yoga during gym class.
 “I was stretching 
my back when I fell over 
and hit my head on the 
floor,” she said. “It didn’t 
hurt at first, but I then 
started getting headaches.”
 She recalled leav-
ing school early the next 
few days to help relieve 
the headaches—and get-
ting frustrated about 
the recovery time for 
this minor concussion.
 Still, it was im-
portant that Friedman re-
ported her headaches to 
her parents and doctor.
 “I would like to 
ask student athletes not 
to try hiding the symp-
toms.  Report to the 
Athletic trainer, coach-
es, nurses or parents 
right away,” said the 
Athletic Trainer Sato.

Concussions

“...trying to 
tough it out 
often makes 
symptoms 

worse”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Blood Drive captain Spencer Shepperly keeps Julia Sweeney calm as she donates blood. Spanish teacher Andrea Chipana (left) donates as well.

Photo: Alexa Rojek

Students plan diversity conference
     Students are getting ready 
for the school’s 16th trip to the 
sold out Student Diversity Lead-
ership Conference, to be held 
in National Harbor, Maryland 
from December 5 to 7.  
    “Choosing a diverse group 
of six that are not shy to voice 
their opinions” from a large 
group of interested students is 
the most difficult aspect of the 
trip, said Diversity Coordina-
tor, Tracey Barrett. 
“. . . It opened up my mind,” 

said Kayla Terry ‘15, who at-
tended last year.  “High school 
is a place you cannot be hon-
est, but when I went to the Di-
versity Conference, strangers 
became my best friends. It is 
truly amazing,” she said. 
        The conference trans-
forms attendees into people 
who are comfortable in their 
own skin, Ms. Barrett said. 
     “Students leave MBS a 
part of a minority and arrive at 
SDLC as a majority, which al 

lows them to break out of their 
shells, she said.
  Among the 1,200 stu-
dents attending from inde-
pendent schools around the 
country will be Riya Patel ‘17, 
Alex Motley ‘16, Halia Rose-
mond ‘15, Sarina Morales ‘15, 
Latisha Robinson ‘15, and Erin 
Hargrave-Kern ‘14, chaper-
oned by Tracy Barrett, Diver-
sity Coordinator, and English 
teachers Kate Sheleg, and 
Karin Anderson.  

By amina Rehman

     A flat screen TV suddenly 
appeared this fall in the Stu-
dent Center, mounted outside 
the office of Darren Burns, 
Head of Upper School.  
This place, where students 
wind-down and socialize 
in during free periods and 
in-between classes, is the 
heart of the school and Mr. 
Burns intends to keep it 
that way.  The TV moni-
tor, a gift from the Parents’ 
Association, can be used 
to customize and add en-
ergy to this special spot, 
he said.
     “My goal is to bring more 
life to the student center,” he 
said.  He encourages students 
to project sports announce-
ments, personal music vid-
eos or images.  Students in-
terested need to contact Mr. 
Burns with more informa-

tion for approval.  He said he 
hopes the TV content can be 
primarily student-run.
     He also envisions the TV 
as a kind of “social outlet” 
where the new school website 
can be projected, the MBS 
twitter feed scrolling along 
the bottom of the screen, 
along with daily schedule, 
athletics and special events.  
     Weather updates, timely 
news stories, and any oth-
er recent happenings will 
be projected “in real time,” 
he said, keeping everyone 
in the loop throughout 
the school day. Once the 
student center TV’s usage 
picks up, Mr. Burns said 
he hopes to install moni-
tors in the front of Wilkie 
Hall, the lobby of Found-
ers Hall, and the entrance 
to the middle school.

Flat screen TV 
turns up 
in Student Center
By alisha GupTa

     On October 22, the MBS com-
munity welcomed over 100 donors 
to its semi-annual Blood Drive. 
Faculty, staff, students, and par-
ents contributed to this 26-year 
old tradition.
     “We try to appeal to their sense 
of helping to save a life,” said 
Blood Drive Director, Laurie Hart-
man, revealing how they convince 
reluctant donors to participate. 
     If one donation of blood can 
save up to three people, then MBS 
may have helped save the lives 

of over 300 people with this fall 
drive, which yielded 104 units of 
whole blood and double red cells.   
     Ms. Hartman, who has been 
leading this effort for more than 
20 years, organizes the event and 
recruits student volunteers serv-
ing as Blood Drive Coordinators 
and Blood Drive Captains from 
junior and senior classes. 
     Blood Drive Captains, led by 
Blood Drive Coordinator Adam 
Stuart, recruit student and par-
ent donors, schedule donation 

appointments, and conduct fol-
low-up telephone calls to ensure 
a high level of participation.   
     The MBS Blood Drive is “an 
ideal atmosphere” for first-time 
donors, Ms. Hartman said.  
     “You are among friends and 
there is always someone to hold 
your hand or talk to you while 
you are giving blood,” Ms. Hart-
man said.
     When asked what motivated 
her to participate, Blood Drive 
Captain Olivia Schreiber said, 

“if it makes a difference in some-
one’s life, then it makes a differ-
ence in my life too.” 
     Outside the Main Gym, Blood 
Drive Captain Maddie Braunstein, 
manned the Registration Desk, 
encouraging reluctant students.  
She posed the question, “Don’t you 
want to go to bed tonight knowing 
you saved a life?” 
     The next Blood Drive is sched-
uled for March.  

Blood Drive saves 300 lives
By jake RaimeR

Photo: Jared Rosen
Latisha Robinson, Kayla Terry, Halia Rosemond, Mahdiyyah Karriem, and Dominique Smith discuss 
the upcoming diversity conference with Diversity Coordinator Tracey Barrett.
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(Clockwise from top left) Danielle DiRaddo on guitar, Dominique Diggs singing “Take a Bow”, Sundia Nwadiozor belting out “Fix You”, and Dan Lombardi singing “Under the Bridge.” 
Photos: Alexa Rojek and Ashley Young

CMW: Previewing a new era
By danielle diRaddo

ince nearly all of the 
students who made the 
Contemporary Music 
Workshop (CMW) what 
it is today graduated 

last June, no one knew what 
to expect at the fall show on 
Friday, October 25.  Gone were 
former presidents, Mitch Green 
and Will Taggart.
     “It’s a new year, so let’s see 
how this show goes,” said co-
president Eric Fernandez be-
fore the first act stepped on 
stage.  Pooja Aggarwal, Court-
ney Ober, Kathleen McNama-
ra, Jack Hughes, and I opened 
the show with a stripped down 
version of Royals, by Lorde.  
Even though this show lasted 
barely an hour and a half com-

pared with the usual two-hour 
spectacle, it was sold out and 
the extraordinary talent in the 
17 acts made up for it.  Another 
difference-- most of the per-
formers were freshman, sopho-
mores, and Middle School stu-
dents, who accounted for seven 
performances.  The lack of par-
ticipation from upperclassmen 
was a bit disappointing, but 
this show marked the begin-
ning of a new era for CMW.
     Enthusiastic underclassmen 
gave us a peek into the future 
of CMW. Freshman Dominique 
Diggs performed an amazing 
rendition of Beyoncé’s “Take a 
Bow.”   In addition, eighth grad-
ers Sundia Nwadiozor, Blake 
Kernen, and Courtney Ober 

continued to stay involved by 
performing in 7 songs, getting 
plenty of experience for next 
year.   Building on Middle 
School experience, freshman 
Jack Hughes filled in the gap 
of drummer that Mitch Green 
left, while Mikaeel Jan played-
keys on multiple songs.  Young 
performers demonstrated their 
progress.  Bold performers like 
Dominique, Sundia, Blake, 
Courtney, Jack, and Mikaeel 
will be the ones who keep 
CMW alive.
     In addition to young perform-
ers, another highlight of the 
show was the new fac-
ulty participation in 
the House Band.  
House Band 

members, Chris Finn, Dr. John 
Mascaro,  Bruce Van Hoven, 
and Troy Rusnack performed an 
Allman Brothers classic, “One 
Way Out.”  Next, they brought 
out French teacher Sara Green-
berg to sing and the new 
strings teacher, Mr. 
Gold, to play 
violin on the 
song “Side of 
The Road” 
by Lu-

cinda Williams.  Having a strings 
player accompany on songs add-
ed contrast to the sugar-coated 
pop songs.   S

     His words took hold at the Friday Night 
Lights game. The stands were packed and 
MBS fans lively, even though Hanover Park 
High School defeated the MBS football team,  
42-16.   
     “My favorite part of spirit week was probably 
seeing everyone having a good time at the pep rally, 

“ Beeber said, and bringing that same spirit to the 
football game. 
     “It was the most people I’ve seen at a sport-
ing event in a long time,” he added.
     Despite varying opinions, the new and old 
parts of this year’s Spirit Week made it a great 
success and set a precedent for the future.

Spirit Week

(Clockwise from top right) Bridget Finnegan shows her inner warrior at the junior-senior powder puff game, in which Latisha Robinson fights for the ball. Devon Flinn makes a half-court 
shot, winning the junior-senior competition for the seniors.

Photos: Ashley Young and Scott Chanzit
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KAWS: NJ native 
takes on NY gallery
By Benjamin leiGh

     Whenever I feel uninspired, or even un-
happy, I venture into New York City and 
spend the day basking in its many art 
museums. Right before the school year 
began, I took a trip to the MOMA, which 
houses numerous works by some of my 
favorites artists like Picasso, Van Gogh, 
Warhol, Lichtenstein,  and Basquiat. 
What blew me away on this particu-
lar visit was that MOMA had just ac-
quired a mammoth sized mixed-media 
painting by an artist named George 
Condo. Condo, along with another art-
ist named KAWS, are undoubtably my 
two favorite, LIVING artists. Up until 
that point, I had never seen a Condo 
in person, and it was the perfect way 
to end the summer.
     I consider Condo one of my great-
est influences, yet up until that 
point, I had only been able to view 
his work through Google Images, or 
various other websites and videos. 

What inspires me about his work is 
his ability to convey inner emotions 
and personalities, through the physi-
cal nature of his subject. After seeing 
a Condo in person, I can firmly state 
that one does not get the full effect of 
a piece of art through a screen.  Art 
needs to be viewed in person. 
     When I left MOMA that day, I set 
out on another mission--to see KAWS’s 
work in person. If you’re reading this 
and have no idea who KAWS is, that’s 
a shame. But allow me to fill you in. 
     KAWS, or Brian Donnelly, is a 

Brooklyn-based artist who grew up in 
Jersey City. He started off as a graf-
fiti artist, using the tag name KAWS. 
The name has no real meaning, it was 
simply an alias he could use to iden-
tify with his art on the streets. After 
a handful of years of secretly creat-
ing his work due to the illegal nature 
of graffiti, KAWS transitioned to the 
canvas.
     KAWS’s style is ubiquitous and 
bold. He utilizes dozens of well-
known cartoon characters and recre-
ates them in his own style. KAWS is 
not only a painter. He also produces 
sculptures and vinyl toys that em-
body his one of a kind style and vi-
sion.
     I became so obsessed with KAWS’s 
style and technique in his paintings, 
I spent an afternoon last summer 
stalking his Instagram to see if he 
would shed any light on his process. 

I nearly jumped out of my 
chair when I read a caption 
that stated: 

     “Starting some paintings for 
an upcoming show in New 
York City this November.” 
      The show, which 
would be held at the Upper 
West Side Galerie Perrotin on 
November 2, would showcase 
a dozen of his latest paintings. 
I decided to attend on opening 
night in hopes of meeting the 
artist himself. I called the gal-
lery and they told me KAWS 
would be there right at the 
opening, though when I got 
there, he was nowhere in 
sight. 
      Even though the gal-
lery had misinformed me, I 
was hardly disappointed. Be-
ing able to stand inches away 
from masterful detail and 
color arrangement from one 

of my favorite artists was a dream 
come true. 
     This particular exhibit highlight-
ed a stylistic shift in his work, from 
straight forward and simple layouts to 
more abstract and intense designs. 
     When I get older, I am confident I 
will visit the MOMA and see KAWS’s 
work hanging there.  Instead of ad-
miring the pieces or wondering what 
it must have been like when that art-
ist was around, I will have the of satis-
faction knowing I witnessed first hand 
his work changing and evolving.

     Whenever I feel uninspired, or even un-
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spend the day basking in its many art 
museums. Right before the school year 
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a piece of art through a screen.  Art 
needs to be viewed in person. 
     When I left MOMA that day, I set 
out on another mission--to see KAWS’s 
work in person. If you’re reading this 
and have no idea who KAWS is, that’s 
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fiti artist, using the tag name KAWS. 
The name has no real meaning, it was 
simply an alias he could use to iden-
tify with his art on the streets. After 
a handful of years of secretly creat-
ing his work due to the illegal nature 
of graffiti, KAWS transitioned to the 
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bold. He utilizes dozens of well-
known cartoon characters and recre-
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not only a painter. He also produces 
sculptures and vinyl toys that em-
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     I became so obsessed with KAWS’s 
style and technique in his paintings, 
I spent an afternoon last summer 
stalking his Instagram to see if he 
would shed any light on his process. 

I nearly jumped out of my 
chair when I read a caption 
that stated: 

     “Starting some paintings for 
an upcoming show in New 
York City this November.” 
      The show, which 
would be held at the Upper 
West Side Galerie Perrotin on 
November 2, would showcase 
a dozen of his latest paintings. 
I decided to attend on opening 
night in hopes of meeting the 
artist himself. I called the gal-
lery and they told me KAWS 
would be there right at the 
opening, though when I got 
there, he was nowhere in 
sight. 
      Even though the gal-
lery had misinformed me, I 
was hardly disappointed. Be-
ing able to stand inches away 
from masterful detail and 
color arrangement from one 

of my favorite artists was a dream 
come true. 
     This particular exhibit highlight-
ed a stylistic shift in his work, from 
straight forward and simple layouts to 
more abstract and intense designs. 
     When I get older, I am confident I 
will visit the MOMA and see KAWS’s 
work hanging there.  Instead of ad-
miring the pieces or wondering what 
it must have been like when that art-
ist was around, I will have the of satis-
faction knowing I witnessed first hand 
his work changing and evolving.

Photos: Benjamin Leigh and Duke Plofker

Benjamin Leigh stands next to KAWS’ interpretation of Snoopy and (below) the Galerie Per-
rotin showcases KAWS’ recent shift in style.

Photos: Alexa Rojek

Radium Girls light 
up Founders stage
     From November 13-16, Upper School 
students presented the compelling play, 
brilliantly directed by Susan Speidel, 
Radium Girls, based on historical events 
in New Jersey. Gone are the whimsical 
sets that dominated Founders Hall last 
year. Instead, raised boxes divide the 
stage against a backdrop absent of color. 
The simplicity of the set  separates the 
play from past productions and show-
cases the talent of the actors, who do so 
much with so little. 
     Set in Orange, Radium Girls focuses 
on the plight of female factory workers 
before the second World War. In charge 
of painting clock faces and dials, the 
girls were told that the radium paint, 
which made the clock faces glow, was 
harmless. To get a finer point, they 
would lick their paintbrushes as well as 
paint their teeth and nails with radium, 
ingesting the harmful substance and 
gradually getting poisoned. The play 
follows the story of these girls and their 
fight for justice as they challenged the 
corporation they worked for, when the 
law was stacked against them.
     This production of Radium Girls 
emphasized the characters’ emotion, 
in turn showcasing the historical detail 
of the play. There was nothing boring 
about this history lesson.  Audiences 
won’t be disappointed at this insightful 
look into local history and the struggle 
for women’s rights.
     Leading the cast were seniors 
Poogja Aggarwal as protagonist Grace 
Fryer, Eric Fernandez as Tom Kre-
ider and Dr. Joseph Knef and Erin-
Hargrave-Kerns as Kathryn Schaub.  
Chris Monaco ‘14 takes on a slew of 
roles as well as being part of the Elec-

trics crew. 
     Other veterans include juniors J.D. 
Parker as Arthur Roeder, Alexa Rojek 
as Katherine Wiley and Carina Ste-
ficek, Production Stage Manager. 
     Sophomores, well represented, 
include Carlye Cording as Diane Ro-
eder, Ryan Fisher as C.B. “Charlie” 
Lee and Frederick Flinn, Molly Glick 
as Madame Curie, Emily Hromin as 
Irene Rudolph, Tatiana James as 
a Dial Painter and Venecine Seller, 
and Steven Karbachinskiy as Dr. Von 
Sochocky and Harrison Martland. 
     Arielle Moss ‘16 portrayed a Dial 
Painter and Harriet Roeder, Annabel 
Pruitt played Nancy Jane Harlan, 
Bailey Rechler was Mrs. Fryer, with 
Amina Rehman as Alma MacNeil, 
Will Segal as Edward Markley and 
William Bailey, Amanda Sit as a Dial 
Painter, Judge and Photographer, and 
Hailey Winterbottom as Cora Middle-
ton. 
     Three new freshman performers ap-
peared: Natalie Kirby as Mrs. Michaels 
and a Clerk, Sydney Morris as June 
Youngwood and Charlotte Seltzer as a 
Dial Painter and Elderly Widow. 
       The crew includes sophomores Jes-
sica Babb and Meghan Nelligan as As-
sistant Stage Managers, sophomore 
Jack Collins as Sound Board Operator 
and junior, Dylan Iuzzolino as Light 
Board Operator. Sophomore, Steven 
Karbachinskiy, in addition to his act-
ing role is a part of the Electrics crew. 
     Freshmen Riya Patel and Saman-
tha Salazar joined the backstage crew 
along with veteran Lena Rajan ‘14. 
Jillian Griffith ’14 retains her position 
as House Manager. 

By kaTie sidloWski

Bailey Rechler, Eric Fernandez, Emily Hromin, Erin Hargrave-Kerns, and Pooja Aggarwal 
rehearse for the show.
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The week of brutish competition 
ith a preliminary 
study of chemis-
try, I can dissect 
the Spirit Week 

cup into a mixture of elements. 
Its economic worth is limited 
and the possibilities of rust 
are high unless close attention 
is paid.  Spirit Week itself can 
be dissected into the elements 
of competitiveness and a force 
of disconnection within the 
school.  For many students, the 
week was not spent supporting 
our school but rather brutishly 
fighting to prove that each is 
class is better than the other.  
     The junior and senior games 
follow an important MBS school 
tradition, but each year the lev-
el of competitiveness surround-
ing the games seems to grow.  
Additionally, aspects of the 
games are old-fashioned. Pow-
der-puff football is one example. 
This terribly sexist name is just 
one side of how negative the 
senior/junior games truly have 
become. 
     Not only does this extreme 
competitiveness go against 
what Spirit Week should 
stand for; it brings on unneed-

ed anger.  The negative reper-
cussions outweigh any good 
produced, bringing out the 
worst in people. Friendly com-
petitions rarely are just that. 
The ability to beat someone 
does not make you any better 
than the defeated party. Even 
so, that is the goal. 
And during that week in 
October, it seems as if the 
most competitive part of 
high school is Spirit Week. 
Contrary to expectations, 
the week in which people 
should be most united 
as a school is the 
same week when 
there is the big-
gest divide. At 
Morristown-
Beard, the 
junior and 
senior 
games are 
the peak 
of this. This 
year, like most, 
they were 
heated 
to the 
point 
that 

before the tie breaker.  SGA 
President Jake Beeber ’16, 

need-

ed 
to give a 

speech in an effort 
to lessen the competition. 
He reminded students that 
Homecoming was about 
supporting one’s school and 
the junior and senior games 
should not be a force taking 
away from that. 
     Is this a necessary part of 
Spirit Week--this fighting be-
tween the grades?  Beeber’s 
reminder that homecoming’s 
purpose is supporting the 

school and its teams gets lost 
in the thick haze of competi-
tion and obsession with win-
ning.  Thankfully, the latter 
is at its most condensed and 
extreme form during Spirit 
Week and does not continue 
throughout the year.
     Spirit Week should be a 
force for unity, not a source of 
antagonism. As the years pass 
by and the SGA continues to 
change the week’s activities, 
their effort should be to down-
play competitiveness and to 
promote school spirit and pride. 
My suggestion is to get rid of the 
junior/senior cup and replace it 
with an all school game with 
random teams that change an-
nually. Eliminating internal 
class competition during Spirit 
Week will not rid it of its excite-
ment.  It will only lead to a bet-
ter attitude for all participants. 
     This past Spirit Week went 
against Morristown-Beard’s 
values. It is time that the week 
is spent strengthening unity 
and spirit rather than a period 
when competiveness and neg-
ativity is condoned under the 
heading of “school spirit.” 

By Bailey RechleR

W

Hating Miley for the wrong reasons
ven those living 
under a rock have 
caught a glimpse of 
the recent controver-

sy surrounding twenty year-
old Miley Cyrus, which was 
proven the other day when my 
mother asked me what twerk-
ing was. 
     Miley Cyrus has caught 
abundant media attention 
with her recent stints. From 
the provocative “We Can’t 
Stop” video to her controver-
sial VMA performance with 
Robin Thicke, many are out-
raged and disgusted. People 
insult Cyrus without hesi-
tation, and most verbal at-
tacks seems to center around 
her promiscuity, a criticism 
that I find one-dimensional 
and sexist. Besides, young 
pop stars acting salaciously 
is nothing new.  However, 
Cyrus deserves attention for 
something else.
     A much smaller scale of 
media outlets call out Cyrus 
for her appropriation of 

black culture. From using 
black women as props in her 
videos and performances to 
her casual use of black slang 
in songs and interviews to 
sporting grills (jewelry ap-
plied to teeth), it is clear 
that none of Cyrus’ new im-
age is her own to claim.
     The most controversial 
example of this is Cyrus’ 
frequent display of twerk-
ing, a dance that originated 
in the New Orleans hip-hop 
community in the nineties 
with roots in traditional Af-
rican culture. Clearly, the 
dance move is nothing new, 
despite Miley branding it as 
her own modern trademark 
move. 
     All of her latest actions 
are designed to present an 
urban appeal and attract 
young fans. The singer prof-
its from stealing these ideas, 
presenting them as her own 
in the name of marketing.   
This seems to be the stan-
dard for musicians of all 

genres today.  It recently 
came to my attention that 
this racist ploy was used by 
one of America’s most iconic 
performers.
     Elvis Presley, the ac-
claimed king of rock’n’ roll, 
was marketed by a record 
producer as a “white man 
with a Negro sound and a 
Negro feel.”   As a white man, 
he was immune to the sub-
stantial racism of the late fif-
ties—and won huge success 
branding the black sound as 
his own.
     What does all of this say 
about American music and, 
more importantly, American 
society? Why do we deem 
these actions acceptable? To 
me, a fortunate aspect of the 
Miley Cyrus epidemic is that, 
due to her media domination, 
we are inspired to shed light 
on these questions and be-
gin a much needed dialogue 
about racism in the realm of 
pop culture and the United 
States itself. 

By molly Glick

E

The positives of Spirit Week
     Spirit Week: A time where 
Freshmen, Sophomores, and 
faculty look on as Juniors and 
Seniors battle for the title of 
MBS supremacy.  At times dur-
ing Spirit Week, one could think 
that the competitors believed 
crimson to be the color of blood 
and not of their school.  How-
ever, through all the aggres-

sive physical battles, this Spirit 
Week was one of the most spir-
ited we have ever had. 
     We came to school fresh off 
Columbus Day, comfortably in 
our pajamas for Pajama Day.  
The onesie-wearing students 
brought smiles to everyone’s 
face.s  The following day was 
America Day, where there was 

more red, white, and blue than 
on the Fourth of July.  The next 
day was Class Theme Day, 
where every grade dressed to 
a certain theme, like Hawaiian 
or superheroes.  Only a handful 
of people were in dress code, 
which has definitely im-
proved from previous years 
where Spirit Week was just 

known as a free dress down 
week.  
     The Friday of Spirit Week 
demonstrated the true MBS 
spirit.  Not only were the fac-
ulty and students proudly 
wearing their Crimson gear, 
but we also had our school’s 
first pep rally, spearheaded 
by SGA President Jake Bee-

ber.  The Pep Rally portrayed 
how the Spirit Week competi-
tions and festivities are about 
all grades joining together and 
celebrating MBS.  No matter 
how competitive it may have 
gotten, this year’s Spirit Week 
showed increased participa-
tion and a large sense of MBS 
unity and pride.  

Editorial:

Miley Cyrus poses with her new look and new personality.

Cartoon: Benjamin  Leigh

Photo: Google Images
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Battling on, gaining traction
  

      The varsity volleyball team has turned 
a corner this year. With a record of 6-16 
and an interim coach, Michael Sturgeon, 
the team has been able to improve upon 
last year’s record of 1-21, a forty percent 
improvement.
     Juniors Kelsey Downey and Dani-
elle Sclafani said that Coach Sturgeon’s 
guidance helped.  
       “He boosted  our morale with talks 
before and after games,” Downey said.  
         Coach Sturgeon has the team scrim-
mage every day in practice to improve 
their game. 
     Coach Strugeon coached the MBS 
Varsity team for four years from 2003 
till 2006, this year marked his first year 
back. Bella Galvez assisted Strugeon in 
coaching the girls. 
     This season in practices Coach Stur-
geon would tell them that it is OK to 
make mistakes.  
 “I allowed them to take risks 
in practices, where there is no penalty 
for making mistakes,” he said. “This al-
lowed them to be a little more free and 
actually play without worrying about 
the end result” 

     The backbone of the team is made 
up of the senior captains Patricia Del 
Colle, who is a setter, Danielle DiRad-
do, a setter, and Erin Saunders, who 
plays middle. 
     Coach Strugeon and junior, Dani-
elle Sclafani agree that Sara Seuffert, 
sophomore, has been also been an in-
strumental player to the team. She 
plays center and earned her spot on 
the varsity team mid way through the 
season.  
     Another key player that has been a 
big factor in many volleyball wins has 
been junior Danielle Sclafani. Coach 
Sturgeon says, “Danny has had a 
tremendous season. She plays the 
position in the back row. You have to 
do everything and don’t get a lot of 
glory. But you certainly take a lot of 
the blame.” 
      Kelsey Downey believes that the 
team has improved greatly. She says,  
 “We’ve always had the athletic 
skills. This year our coaches helped us 
work as a team.” The girls realized that 
it is not about who gets the point, but 
it is more important to get the point for 
the team.   
     The effects of this change in 

mindset can be seen in their games 
against Madison, the number one 
seated team. The first time, early in 
the season, the girls lost to Madison 
25-8. However, once the girls won 
over Morris Catholic, a conference 
champion team, they gained immense 
confidence, which made a huge adjust-
ment. The next time the MBS volley-

ball team played Madison they lost 
25-20, a big improvement since their 
first game. 
     The team has gone through much 
growth this year. They have learned-
how to play together, have gained con-
fidence and mastered the basics of the 
game. The girls have a very solid base 
to succeed next year.

By kaiTlyn TaTulli

Volleyball:

Tricia Del Colle and Erin Saunders react to a serve from Morris County Vocational 
during the last game of the season on October 30.  Morris County won 26-24. 

Photo: Bridget Finnegan

Back _ with playoff hopes
Football:

     There is nothing quite as exhilarating 
as the smell of the burgers being grilled, 
the sound of the Crimson Crazies chant-
ing, and the sight of the Morristown-
Beard football team taking the field.
     “We work hard and prepare for the 
task at hand every week to get the job 
done,” said junior Matt McFadden. 
     With the leadership of senior captains 
Travis Nardin and Tyler Schicke, who 
“are great veterans and captains, the 
team aims to make it the best season 
this school has ever seen,” McFadden 
said.
     Over a decade ago, the MBS football 
team made a run for the NJSIAA state 
championship, only to lose a heartbreak-
er to Paterson Catholic High School. In 

the following years, the Morristown-
Beard football program was on a major 
decline and eventually dropped their 
varsity team and only competed in ju-
nior varsity games. However, two years 
ago, the program returned to the varsity 
level and Crimson began their rebuild-
ing process. 
     This season, Crimson football has 
posted 5 wins and 3 losses, proving that 
the program has been rebuilt. The victo-
ries include games against Marist High 
School, Montclair Kimberly Academy, 
Riverdale Country Day School, Ber-
gen Tech High School, and Sussex 
Tech High School. Their three losses 
came facing a very strong Hanover 
Park team on Homecoming weekend, 

to Montclair Immaculate in a very 
tight game, and in a last second heart-
breaker to Hamden Hall, Connecticut.
     Players that have made great 
contributions include running 
backs Alex Borowiec and Nick Rella 
who each scored 6 touchdowns this 
season. In addition, quarterback Co-
lin Waters ‘15 has led the Crimson 
offense to triumph on many differ-
ent occasions, including his 56-yard 
touchdown pass to Matt McFadden 
‘15 in their home opener against 
Bergen Tech. 
     This touchdown reception by Matt 
McFadden was not the only thing 
that brought the Crimson Crazies to 
their feet. Football fans all over New 

Jersey have been hearing McFadden’s 
name because of his 6 touchdowns this 
season.  His efforts on defense have also 
won acclaim.  This running back and 
safety player leads the state in inter-
ceptions with 6 in 5 games. 
     Also defense, linebacker Matt 
Stark has made a name for himself 
by competing as one of the state’s 
leading tacklers.
     “We want to go deep into the playoffs, 
but our ultimate goal is to make Morris-
town-Beard relevant again in the state 
playoffs for years to come,” said quar-
terback Waters.  In the regular season’ 
final game, the Crimson played against 
Mater Dei, losing 12-7, dashing playoff 
hopes.

The positives of Spirit Week

Photo: Ashley Young The Crimson huddle up before their Homecoming game against Hanover Park, which resulted in a tough loss. 

By BRian andRzejeWski
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 After weeks of drills and strategy prac-
tice, the tennis team slammed through the  sea-
son, winning big against Madison High School and 
Blair Academy for a a 6-9 record -- 7th in the coun-
ty out of 21 teams and qualified for States.  Al-
lison Reiling, the team’s first singles player, who 
moved up from third singles player last season, 
qualified for individual States with a 13-2 match 
record.
     “She is an amazing player,” said teammate 
Olivia Schreiber ’15.
     “Allison Reiling. . .  was quite impressive 
to watch as a coach,” said Coach Brett Michel. 
     Still, the team faced the loss of  key players  
to graduation: Gina Finelli ‘13, Megan Reilling 
‘13, and Allison Gould ‘13.  Many players were 
just moving up from JV.  With specific drills 
on forehands, backhands, and cross court 
shots, the new players adjusted quickly. 
     With years of play experience, a strong set 
of seniors, Jordyn Block, Yassi Shafaie, Ashley 
Young, Kirsten Stainer, and captain Devon 
Flinn, all class of ‘14, led the team. 
     Mid-way through pre season, Brett Mi-
chel arrived as a new coach, putting the team 
through a major change.   He changed the 
set up of practices to improve each player’s 
technique.
     “He knew each player’s style of playing 
and their game,” Captain Flinn said.  “He 
was able to concentrate on these and come 
up with the best strategies for the matches 
ahead.”  

Team over-
comes loss of 
graduating 
seniors 
By caRlye coRdinG

Girls’ Tennis:

(Top) Allison Reilling prepares to slam a forehand 
while Kirsten Stainer (below) serves during a 
match against Madison High.

Photos: Ashley Young

Playing for keeps 
despite adversity

Boys’ Soccer:

     Losing five seniors did not change 
a thing for the Crimson boys’ soccer 
team, but adding a class of promis-
ing freshman did. Coming off a 5-10 
record from last season, Morris-
town-Beard looks to improve their 
record and qualify for the state 
playoffs in 2013.  
     The returning veterans of ju-
nior John McDonald, and seniors 
Danny Rakow, Brandon Levine, 
and Pat Fay look to lead the team 
to victory using their experience 
and talents on both sides of the 
ball. In the midst of the season, 
Pat Fay made the move from de-
fense to midfield and has made 
a huge impact contributing goals 
and other scoring chances for the 
Crimson.
     With a strong core of upper-
classmen and the addition of four 
freshmen to the varsity squad, 
the future looks bright; well, at 
least brighter than 5-10. Out 
of the four freshmen to make 

the team, all earned a start-
ing role. One of the four, Ma-
son Toye, said, “we (the fresh-
man) are gonna try to bring 
energy and excitement to the 
team.” The ‘fantastic four’ com-
prises of Toye, Joey Velazquez, 
Sam Nadler, and Charlie Ewig.  
Maybe the added energy and 
excitement from the youngsters 
is just what the team needs. 
     After the opening five games, 
the team has posted a record 
of 3-2-0. Unfortunately, the 
Crimson opened their season 
with two nail-biting losses at 
Dover and at Parsipanny; both 
were one goal games. Howev-
er, after the disappointing 0-2 
start to the season, MBS came 
back with three big wins over 
Hanover Park, Marist, and 
Whippany Park. In the three 
game span, the Crimson out-
scored their opponents 18-0. 
Since that point, the boys post-

ed two wins, five losses, and 
three ties, bringing their final 
regular season record to 5-7-3. 
The Crimson also had an early, 
first-round exit from the NJ 
State Prep tournament with a 
2-0 loss to a very skilled Mont-
clair Kimberly Academy team.
     Although the team just 
clinched playoff berth in the last 
game of the season, there is still 
one concern for the team. The 
greatest spot of inexperience for 
the Crimson has been goaltend-
ing. At the start of the season, 
senior Kyle Heffernan stepped 
up and offered to play net mind-
er. Goaltending is essential to 
every team’s success. A goalie 
can make or break any season, 
but as long as the MBS defense 
can contain their opponents’ 
forwards from getting too many 
shots, they should be able to 
win a game or two in the state 
playoffs.

By BRian andRzejeWski

Varsity soccer celebrates their 6-0 victory against Paterson Charter School for Science and Technology. 

Photo:  Jared Rosen

Sophomore John McDonald takes control of the ball during their victory against Paterson Charter.
Photo:  Jared Rosen


