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Mr. Caldwell, Mr. Burns, trustees, faculty, families, friends, and fellow 

students (classmates), it is great to see everyone gathered here 

today for a wonderful, and hopefully relatively brief occasion.  

 We are here to celebrate what we have done together, and 

what we have become together. We are here to celebrate who we 

are as individuals and who we are as a class.  

 When I gave my first speech to the school at the start of the year, 

I challenged the community to “not say no.” I asked my fellow 

students to face a challenge and embrace it. To seize any 

opportunity they could find. And now, when I think of the MBS class 

of 2016 sitting on stage behind me, I realize that I am so proud to be 

a part of this class because we have lived up to that ideal—not just 

this year, but as long as I have been at MBS.  

 We have a class that includes Jordan Ober, who won first place 



for her Mars Research Project in the Mars Exploration Student Data 

Teams competition, Sam Nickson and Peter Smith who founded the 

legendary “Bird Watching Club.” Bailey Rechler and Will Mallen, the 

editors-in-chief of the Columbia University Gold Medalist MBS 

student newspaper, The Crimson Sun. Max Borchert, winner of a 

gold medal in the 400 meter-hurdle races at State Sectionals. The 

leading scorer in Lacrosse History, Alissa Masini. Patrick Davis, Max 

Matilsky, Drew Jansen, Kevin Brophy, Dillon Sinegra, and Pat 

Dempsey the senior core of the first MBS baseball team to win a 

Morris County Tournament title. Alex Ives, Annabel Pruitt, and 

Rachel Leung, all recipients of Letters of Commendation from the 

National Merit Scholarship Program, and an entourage of 19 senior 

actors who have given MBS unforgettable performances over their 

time here, and who have gained our productions’ recognition from 

the Paper Mill Playhouse Rising Star Awards and the Montclair State 

Theater Night Awards. These are only a sample of the many 

accomplishments our grade has achieved.  



 None of these students said “No” when they were given the 

opportunity to test and prove themselves. None of them turned 

down the opportunities to embrace their passions, whatever 

directions it might take them in. And oftentimes, students in our 

class moved in many directions. We weren’t always on the same 

page. And sometimes, we weren’t even in the same book. There 

have been clashes and competitions: some athletic, some artistic, 

some academic, and some social. We are a strong-minded group; 

that is our strength. And It is our good fortune to have been at a 

school that has supported us for four years, giving us space and 

resources to create, to learn and to grow stronger. MBS has helped 

us grow stronger in knowing what we want, in knowing how to 

achieve it, and, most importantly, in knowing who we are. I’m proud 

to belong to this community, and proud of what I am taking away 

from MBS. 

 Class of 2016, we are not just “going away to college,” we are 

accelerating forward on whatever paths we have set for ourselves 



over our time at MBS. When we have the opportunity to take a 

difficult class, we won’t say no; when we have the opportunity to 

travel abroad, we won’t say no; when MBS asks us back for alumni 

weekend—don’t say no; and when they ask us for a donation as well, 

definitely don’t say no.   

 The philosopher Ralph Waldo Emerson offered one of my 

favorite pieces of advice: “Do not go where the path may lead. Go 

instead where there is no path and leave a trail.” I am proud because 

we already are doing just that. And we will continue to do just that. 

We will not tell ourselves “no” before we have tried. If we make 

mistakes, we will learn from them. If we find joy in a new adventure, 

we won’t let go. Congratulations Class of 2016--and best of luck on 

the paths that you will make for yourselves."  

 

  

  

 


